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Cornelius Jansenius and John Verger, commonly called Abb6 de St Cyran,
contracted a close friendship together during their studies first at Louvain,
afterwards at Paris, and concerted a plan of a new system of doctrine
concerning divine grace, founded in part upon some of the condemned
errors of Baius.   This system Jansenius, by his friend's advice, endeavoured
to establish in a book which, from St Austin, the great doctor of grace,
he entitled Augustinus.   After having been Bishop of Ipres from 1635
to 1638, he died of the pestilence, having never published his book, in the
close of which he inserted a declaration that he submitted his work to
the judgment of the church.    Fromond, another Louvanian divine, an
abler scholar and a more polite writer, polished the style of this book
and put it in the press.1    Verger became director of the nuns of Port-
Royal, had read some ancient writers on books of devotion, and wrote
with ease.2   But his very works on subjects of piety, however neatly writ,
betray the author's excessive presumption and forbidding self-sufficiency.
He became the most strenuous^ advocate for Jansenism, and was detained
ten years prisoner in the castle of Vincennes.   He died soon after he had
recovered his liberty in 1643.    This man had, by his reputation, gained
the esteem of St Vincent;   but the saint, hearing him one day advance
his errors and add that the church had failed for five or six hundred years
past, he was struck with horror, and from that moment renounced the
friendship of so dangerous a person.   When these errors were afterwards
more publicly spread abroad, he strenuously exerted himself against them;
on which account Gerberon, the Jansenistical historian, makes him the
butt of his rancour and spleen.   But general and vague invectives of the
enemies to truth are the commendation of his piety and zeal.8   Our saint's
efforts to destroy that heresy, says Abelly, never made him approve a loose
morality, which on all occasions he no less avoided and abhorred than the
errors of the Jansenists.   He was particularly careful in insisting on all
the conditions of true repentance, to render it sincere and perfect;   for
want of which he used to say, with St Ambrose, that some pretended
penitents are rendered more criminal by their sacrilegious hypocrisy in the
abuse of so great a sacrament than they were by all their former sins.

In the year 1658, St Vincent assembled the members of his congrega-
tion at St Lazarus, and gave to everyone a small book of rules which he
had compiled. At the same time he made a pathetic exhortation, to en-
force the most exact and religious observance of them. This congregation
was again approved and confirmed by Alexander VII and Clement X.
St Vincent was chosen by St Francis of Sales director of his nuns of the
Visitation that were established at Paris. The robust constitution of the
zealous servant of God was impaired by his uninterrupted fatigues and
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